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Out of the Rubble:  It Might as Well Be Me
February 18-19, 2012

 Big Idea
God is looking for ordinary people like Nehemiah who will do extra-ordinary things - It might as well be "me"!
 Getting Started
Over the next 7 weeks Pastor Vern is going to take us through the book of Nehemiah. Throughout the sermon series and weekly in your small group ask yourself the question, “What extra-ordinary thing is God calling me to champion?” Is it beginning to walk and pray over your neighborhood? Is it reading your bible in the break room at work hoping that others might eventually inquire and the door open for you to share your faith or invite someone to church? Maybe it’s beginning to pray about opening your own home weekly to lead a small group, so that you have easy first step opportunity to invite your neighbors there? These are just a few ideas. There are many other ideas that I’m sure God will drop in your heart as you look around, sense God’s heart, maybe weep over, kneel down and pray for, and then for sure - stand up and do something.
Scripture Reading
Nehemiah 1:1 - 2:10
Our reading this week is 22 short verses.
Divide the reading among the group.  Everyone reading 2-3 verses each.
Ask the group to underline key things that stand out to them as each person reads.
Discuss what stood out most to each person?
 Discussion 
What Kind of People Does God Use to do Extraordinary Things? Looking at the life of Nehemiah, there are three primary characteristics:
Sit Down and Weep
Read vs 4a again! 
Why is Nehemiah so distressed over what he hears?
What moves him to tears?



How do we get in touch with the things that break God’s heart and have them begin breaking our hearts?

Kneel Down and Pray
Read vs 4b again.
Notice the key parts of Nehemiah’s prayer to the Lord and discuss each:
Vs 5, He ___________  and ____________the Lord!
Vs 6a, He pleads that God will ___________ his prayer.
Vs 6b-7, He ____________ his own sin, his families, and the sin of the people of Israel.
Vs 8, He acknowledges the God that if they are unfaithful that God can _____________________________________________.
Vss 9-10, He acknowledges that God will ______________ and restore if there is true repentance. If they will turn back to God and obey his commands.
Vs 11, He request _____________ and favor.

Stand Up and Do Something
Sometimes in life the great things we do for God will be costly, scary, and even risky. Vern’s point through out the entire message was, “If it’s not you, then who is it??” Nehemiah’s cry was, “It might as well be me!”
Read vs 2:1 again. The passage says “in the month Nisan”.  Vs 1:1 when Nehemiah first heard the report of the condition of Jerusalem, “it was the month of Kislev. There are 4 months between Kislev and Nisan.
What do you think Nehemiah was doing during those four months before he approached the king?






Wrap Up

Why did God give Nehemiah such early and encouraging success?
Why is God using Nehemiah?

Vern shared that he believed God gave him such success and favor because Nehemiah:
He Cared: He sat down and wept
He so depended on God: He knelt down and prayed
He said in his heart, “It might as well be me”: He stood up and did something.

How in this first message of the series are you already challenged by the life of Nehemiah? 
How will you put action tomorrow with how you are challenged?
What can the group begin doing today to began sensing what God wants the group to do that would be considered extraordinary?

Group Prayer Time
Pray for your group to begin sensing how God wants to use the group.
Pray for God to begin revealing to you personally what he wants to do in and through your life.
Take some time for the group to share prayer needs. 
Pray for the Ethiopia Hope Team and read their Blog on www.harvestweb.net
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